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SUBJECT: VENEZUELAN-COLOMBIAN BQUNDAR Y DISPUTE

BEGIN SUMMARY: IN THE OPINJON OF A VENEZUELAN FOREIGN MINISTRY

EXPERT, IT IS "IMPOSSIBLE" FOR THE GOV T0 ACCEPT COLOMBIAN PRESIDENT!
S T '
PROPOSAL FUR A CONDOMINIUM IN THE GULF OF VENEZUELA END SUMMARY

1, ON AUG 15, GERMAIN GONZALEZ (PROTECT), SENIOR ADVISOR IN

FOREIGN MINISTRY'S FRONTIERS DIVISION AND A4 LEADING AUTHORITY oON
THE "DIFERENDO," GAVE EMBOFF HIS PERSONAL ASSESSMENT THAT CURRENT
HIGH-LEVEL DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE GULF GF VENEZUELA WOULD ONLY BE
"TALKS ABOUT TALKS"™, NOTING THAT THE PRESIDENT AND FOREIGN
MINISTER HAVE TRADITIONALLY MAINTAINED TIGHT PERSONAL CONTROL OVER
GOV POLICY ON BOUNDARY ISSUE, GONZALEZ THOUGHT IT WOULD BE "IMPOSSIBL
En )
FOR ANY VENEZUELAN GOVT TO AGCE®T PRESIUENT MICHELSEN'S PROPOSAL,
2o GUNZALEZ EXPLAINED THAT THE VAST MAJGRITY OF VENEZUELANS BELIEVE
THAT VENEZUELA'S PREVIQUS SOUNDARY TREATIES WITH COLOMBIA HAD
ALREADY CONCEDED TOO MUCH. HE SAID THAT, IN FACT,» THERE ARE THREE
REQUESTS PENDING BEFORE THE VENEZUELAN SUPREME COURT T0 DECLARE
NULL AND vulD THE 1941 TREATY WITH COLUMBIA ON THE R1Q DE 0RO
FRONTIER, (HE HUPED THAT THE CGQURT WOULD NOT RULE ON THESE CASES
SINCE LITIGATION WOULD ONLY ADD TO THE CONTROVERSY),
GONZELEZ WAS AWARE THAT THERE WERE SIMILAR CRITICISMS BY COLOMBIANS
THAT THEIR GOVT HAD CONCEDED T03 MUCH IN THE PAST, AND WE '
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE TERRITORIAL WATERS QUESTION WAS OF _
POTENTIALLY GREATER ECONOMIC SIGNIFICANCE FOR COLOMBIA, NONETHWELESS,
NO VENEZUELAN POLITICIAN COULD SURVIVE IN OFFICE IF HE AGREED TO
FURTHER TERRITORIAL CONCESSIONS TO COLOMBIA. FURTHERMORE, ACCORDING
TO GONZALEZ, 1T WOULD BE "UNCONSTITUTIONAL" TO ACCEPT THE MICHWELSEN
PROPOSAL,
S, GONZALEZ, IN AN ALLUSION TO THE VENEZUELAN MILITARY'S -
0PPOSITION TO ANY CONCESSIONS, STATED THAT IT WAS ALSO "STRATEGICALLY
UNTHINKABLE" FQR VENEZUELA TO SHARE RESPONSIBILITY WITH ANOTHER
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POWER FOR THE GULF OF VENEZUELA.,

HE ADDED THAT
PROPOSALS WOoULD MAKE UNTENASLE VE '

REMAIN A DEEPLY
MANY YEARS, |
4, WHEN EMBOFF OBSERVED THAT TH
PRODUCE SIGNIFICANT AGREEMENTS
SAID THAT VENEZUELA AND COLOMBI

THUS, HE FORESAW A CONTINUING EFF
" BILATERAL RELATIONS WHERE PUSSIBL
BOUNDARY DISPUTE, SHLAUDEMAN
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COLOMBIAN NEGOTIATING

S NEZUELA'S LINKS WITH ITS LOS
MONJES ISLANDS. GONZELEZ CUNGLUDED THAT THE "DIFERENDO" WOULD
‘SENSITI_VE'ANDV EMOTIONAL ISSUE IN VENEZUELA FOR

E SANTA MARTA MEETING APPEARED To
FOR :ILATERAL COOPERATION; GONZALEZ
1D | A WERE "CONDEMNED TO HAVING G0OD
RELATIUNS WITH EACH OTHER... THERE WAS NOo ALTERNATIVE," =

ORT ON BOTH SIDES TO IMPROVE

E» BUT NO MOVEMENT ON THE .

L

f Déc;lassifiéd in Pakt -”Sahiti"zed Copy A‘pproved" for‘ReIease 2012/12/12 - CIA-RDP08C01297R000700050012-9



